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A NTI - BULLYING  P OLICY  
 
Scope of Policy: This Policy governs the Kent Cricket Talent Pathway and all 
Kent Cricket activities involving individuals under the age of 18.  
 
Our Kent Cricket Talent Pathway programme (girls and boys) encompasses: 

• Kent County Pathway - CAG age groups  

• Boys Academy  

• Kent Emerging Players programme  

• Kent Regional Development programme (KRDP) 

• Early Engagement programme (EEP) 

• MCC Hubs Programme  

• ECB State school programme 

 

Throughout this policy, the terms "child," "young person," and "young player" all 
refer to anyone under 18 years old. Kent Cricket is dedicated to safeguarding all 
young participants.  

 
Kent Cricket is committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe space for 
everyone to experience cricket in a friendly, secure and enjoyable environment.  
Everyone has the right to be treated with respect.   
 
Bullying is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. 
 
All players must abide by our Kent Cricket Pathway Code of Conduct which 
states “No bullying, harassment, discrimination, or exclusion – on or off the field”.  
 
If bullying does occur, the person subjected to the bullying should be able to 
report it with confidence that incidents will be dealt with promptly and efficiently.   
 
We encourage anyone who knows or suspects that bullying is happening to 
speak to their coach or safeguarding officer for the activity, or the Kent county 
safeguarding officer/deputy.   
 

• All staff and volunteers should know our policy on bullying and follow it 
when bullying is reported 

• All children and parents/carers should be aware of our policy on bullying 
and know what to do if bullying occurs 

• We take bullying seriously.  Children and parents/carers should be 
assured they will be supported when bullying is reported. 

  



 

 

What is Bullying? 
 
Bullying is intentional behaviour that hurts someone else.  It includes name 
calling, hitting, pushing, spreading rumours, threatening, or undermining 
someone.  It can happen anywhere, including at home, at cricket or online.  It is 
usually a repeated behaviour and can hurt someone both emotionally and 
physically.   
 
Bullying can be:  

• Emotional: being unfriendly, excluding, tormenting (for example: hiding kit, 
or making threatening gestures, commenting negatively on performance)   

• Physical: pushing, kicking, hitting, punching or any use of violence  

• Discriminatory: relating to someone’s protected characteristics (age, 
disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy 
and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, sexual orientation)  

• Sexual: unwanted physical contact or sexually abusive comments  

• Verbal: name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumours and teasing   

• Online: via messages or social media. 
 
Everyone involved in Kent Cricket will: 

• Encourage individuals to speak out about bullying behaviour 

• Respect every young player’s need for, and right to a playing environment 
where safety, security, praise, recognition and opportunity for taking 
responsibility are available 

• Respect the feelings and views of others 

• Recognise that everyone is important and equal  

• Show appreciation of others by acknowledging individual qualities, 
contributions and progress 

• Report incidents of bullying behaviour they see – by doing nothing you are 
condoning the behaviour. 

• Ensure the county safeguarding officer is informed. 
 

What to do it you are being bullied: 

• Talk to someone you can trust – your coach, team manager, parent, 
friend, person organising the activity or their safeguarding officer or the 
county safeguarding officer or deputy.   

• They will take your concern seriously – if they don’t – tell someone else. 
 
What Kent Cricket will do: 

• We will take your concerns seriously 

• We will talk to you about them 

• We will ask you what you would like to happen 

• We may discuss this with your parents or carers 

• Cases will be looked at individually and where appropriate: 
o We will talk to the bully and look into the bullying behaviour 
o We will try to help the bully change their behaviour  
o If the bullying continues, we will need to take further action against 

the bully 



 

 

• We will support you through the whole process 

• If necessary and appropriate, the police will be consulted. 
 
Where an adult is reported to be bullying children, the County Safeguarding 
Officer will advise on appropriate action; this is likely to be a form of abuse. 
 
Sources of Support: 
 
You can contact your Talent Pathway Safeguarding Officer.   
 
Kent Cricket’s County Safeguarding Officer is Bridget Owen and Deputy is Peter 
Jones 

• Email – safeguarding@kentcricket.co.uk 

• Telephone - 01227 473618 
 
ChildLine 

• Telephone - 0800 1111 

• Website - https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-
safety/types-bullying/  

 
Kidscape 

• Advice and practical support to prevent bullying 
Telephone - 0207 730 3300 
Website - https://www.kidscape.org.uk/  

• Parents advice line: 
Email - info@kidscape.org.uk  
Telephone – 020 7823 5430 

 
NSPCC – Sport (previously called CPSU) 

• Information on all aspects of safeguarding in sport 

• Resource library for safeguarding children in sport 
 
ECB’s Bullying information can be found here: England and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) - The Official Website of the ECB 
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