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Welcome back everybody to The Spitfire 
Ground, St Lawrence for another LV= Insurance 
County Championship match. Welcome too to 
the players, staff & supporters of Hampshire 
to Canterbury.

To say that our start to the season has 
been a ‘mixed bag’ has been a bit of an 
understatement. Our brilliant opening 
weekend victory against Northamptonshire 
has now been overshadowed to some by our 
defeats at Warwickshire & Middlesex, and our 
draw here against Essex.

I have said elsewhere that we need to get back 
to basics in regaining our momentum and 
that’s exactly what I have told the players. It’s 
up to them to get us back to winning ways, 
and although Hampshire present another stern 
test for us with a fabulous bowling attack, I’d 
like to see everyone step up to the challenge 
over the next four days.

There is, however, no need to panic quite yet 
in terms of our position in Division One. As 
we have seen over the past two years, a strong 
end to a season can propel us right up the 

table, and that’s exactly what I’ve tasked the 
lads with before we head into the start of the 
Vitality Blast.

On the subject of the Blast, it seems not so 
long ago that we were in the depths of Winter, 
but we’re now two weeks away from the 
return of T20 cricket to Canterbury. I hope 
to see as many of you there to support us in 
the shorter form of the game as well as in the 
Championship. Don’t forget that Members get 
a 10% discount on up to four tickets to each of 
our scheduled Blast home matches this year, 
and the T20s are the perfect opportunity to 
introduce someone you know to live cricket.

I’m looking forward to your support over the 
next few weeks as we look to build some more 
momentum.

Enjoy the game,

Walks

WALKS’  
WELCOME
By Matt Walker  
Men’s Head Coach





MATCH ACTION

Middlesex took the victory at Lord’s 
after Tim Murtagh recorded a ten-
wicket haul in the match to see the end 
of Kentish defence in the LV= Insurance 
County Championship.
Ben Compton and Jack Leaning had 
dragged Kent back into contention with 
their solid 87-run partnership before 
seven wickets tumbled for o22, leaving 
Middlesex to chase a modest target of 86.
Trailing by just three runs at 40 for two 
overnight, Kent moved into the lead when 
Compton nudged Ethan Bamber to the 
boundary, but overall the morning session 
proved a tough slog for the batting side, 
who were restricted to less than two an 
over.
Tom Helm also induced a sharp edge 
from Leaning on 33, but Robson, flinging 
himself to his right at second slip, was 
unable to complete what would have been 
a stunning one-handed catch.
However, Robson gobbled up the next 
chance that came his way to remove 
Leaning, two short of his half-century, 
off Ryan Higgins’ bowling and Middlesex 
seized on that opening by picking up two 
more wickets before lunch.
The normally free-scoring Jordan Cox 
was restricted to six from 36 balls before 
Bamber had him caught at slip and 
Murtagh struck with the penultimate 

delivery of the session, pinning Kent 
captain Sam Billings lbw for a duck.
Compton, who dropped anchor to play a 
typically obdurate innings of 38 in more 
than three and a half hours, paid the price 
for an uncharacteristic lapse just after 
the interval, dabbing Murtagh straight to 
gully.
The seamer claimed a five-fer – the 39th 
of his first-class career – in his next over, 
knocking back Joey Evison’s off stump 
and followed that up with his landmark 
wicket four balls later as Matt Quinn was 
leg before swinging across the line.
Those sandwiched a second for Bamber, 
who had Grant Stewart caught behind and 
last pair Wes Agar and Michael Hogan 
threw the bat, both depositing Murtagh 
into the stand to pad out Kent’s paltry total 
by 19 before Helm belatedly collected his 
solitary wicket to wrap up the innings.
Robson, having survived a scare when 
Agar’s first delivery zipped through him 
and away for byes, gradually settled into 
the groove with a sweetly-struck cover 
boundary off Hogan and four more off 
Quinn.
Although Mark Stoneman perished for 13, 
slapping Quinn’s half-volley to mid-off, 
Malan joined forces with Robson for an 
unbroken partnership of 57 that sealed 
their side’s win shortly after tea.

LAST TIME OUT

Find us on social media @KentCricket



Thank you for supporting Porchlight.

DONATE NOW 
by visiting porchlight.org.uk/donate, scanning  
the QR code (left) or by calling 01227 813199.

For every £1 donated to Porchlight, 93p goes directly  
to supporting homeless and vulnerable people in Kent.
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OPPOSITION REVIEW

KENT VS. HAMPSHIRE: THE HISTORY
Kent first played Hampshire in 1867. To date there have been 212 first-class 
contests between the two counties of which Kent have won 87, Hampshire 45 with 
79 matches drawn and one tied. In Kent for very many years Hampshire were a 
permanent visitor to Canterbury for the Week over the early August Bank Holiday. 
As such the 67 games here represent the most for any match in Kent.  Of these 
games Kent have won 24, Hampshire 11 with 32 drawn. Last year Hampshire beat 
Kent for the first time in a County Championship match in Kent.

Highest Innings Total Kent: 610 Bournemouth  1906
 Hampshire: 671 Canterbury  2002

Lowest Innings Total Kent:   32 Southampton† 1952
 Hampshire:   31 Maidstone  1967
 
Highest Individual Score Kent: 257 M.R.Benson Southampton† 1991
  257 A.E.Fagg Southampton† 1936
 Hampshire: 272 J.P.Crawley Canterbury 2002

Best Bowling Analysis (Innings)  Kent:   9-30 C.Blythe Tonbridge 1904
 Hampshire:   8-41 R.J.Maru Southampton† 1989

Best Bowling Analysis (Match) Kent: 15-76 C.Blythe Tonbridge 1904
 Hampshire: 14-146 G.Hill Tonbridge 1935

Highest Wicket Partnerships - Kent:-
1st       281* D.P.Fulton (134*) & R.W.T.Key (136*) Canterbury 2006
2nd 231 H.T.W.Hardinge (168) & J.Seymour (124) Portsmouth 1913
3rd 273 H.T.W.Hardinge (139) & F.E.Woolley (188) Southampton† 1922
4th 297 H.T.W.Hardinge (160) & A.P.F.Chapman (159) Southampton† 1926
5th 185 J.Seymour (204) & K.L.Hutchings (101) Tonbridge 1907
6th 142 A.Hearne (35) & P.C.Baker (108) Tonbridge 1901
7th 180 F.G.H.Chalk (88) & B.H.Valentine (104) Canterbury 1937
8th 104 J.G.W.Davies (83) & E.Crush (78) Canterbury 1948
9th 108 R.M.Ellison (55*) & D.L.Underwood (50) Canterbury 1981
10th 125 P.A.Nixon (134*) & D.D.Masters (21) Canterbury 2000

Highest Wicket Partnerships - Hampshire:-
1st       241* B.A.Richards (143*) & C.G.Greenidge (118) Southampton†† 1973
2nd 204 R.E.Marshall (131) & A.C.D.Ingleby-Mackenzie (107) Southampton†† 1958
3rd 246 C.P.Mead (106) & C.B.Fry (143) Southampton†† 1912
4th 254 M.A.Carberry (148) & N.D.McKenzie (113) Southampton 2010
5th 273 L.V.Dawson (171) & B.C.Brown (157) Canterbury 2022
6th 174 N.Pothas (52) & A.D.Mascarenhas (131) Canterbury 2006
7th 270 C.P.Mead (175*) & J.P.Parker (156) Canterbury 1926
8th 146 M.D.Marshall (112) & T.M.Tremlett (39*) Bournemouth 1983
9th 113 S.D.Udal (91) & S.J.Renshaw (35*) Portsmouth 1997
10th 99 W.H.Livsey (109*) & H.R.J.Sprinks (40) Dover 1928 

 
Statistics Courtesy of Howard Milton
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Luxury travel 
from London 
to Lahore

Call our experts on 
0330 041 4888 or visit 
blackopal.uk.com to 
start your next adventure.

Many cricket fans know Black Opal for 
our specialised sports offerings. This 
winter, for example, we’ll be following 
England to Pakistan for their three Test 
Matches against the host nation. On 
this sports travel experience, guests will 
be joined by ex-England international 
David Gower, who works with Black 
Opal exclusively as tour host. Indeed, 
our specialists have already been out in 
Pakistan visiting the luxury hotels and 
selecting event venues for the lucky 
guests who join us.

But did you know Black Opal’s luxury 
travel expertise extends way beyond 
the world of sport? Our well-travelled 
experts can tailor a whole range of 
luxury holidays for the most discerning 
clients. Whilst gearing up for the 
Pakistan tour, we got thinking about 
all the incredible destinations between 
London and Lahore, and the range of 
unforgettable experiences the team 
can design. Here are just a few of our 
favourites; which would you pick for 
your next trip?

I can’t recommend them enough, 
not just for their knowledge, but also 
because they make life easy!

BRENDA

Black Opal are outstanding. All the 
arrangements made prior to travel 
and the care taken of us throughout 
our trip was superb. 

DEREK & SHARON

A river cruise on the Danube
If the word ‘cruise’ conjures images of a colossal, 
crowded liner on the open ocean, then you might 
think it simply isn’t for you. In which case, our 
team who love to introduce you to river cruises. 
Operators such as Scenic curate itineraries packed 
with the perfect balance of culture, relaxation 
and luxury.  With regions such as Central Europe 
having so much to offer, it can be hard to pick just 
one destination. That’s why a luxury river cruise is 
such a perfect option and a wonderful way to take 
it all in at your leisure. Days exploring in Vienna, 
Prague and Budapest; evenings sipping a cocktails 
and watching the breath-taking landscapes roll by; 
what’s not to love?

Uncover Uzbekistan
If you’re someone who likes to follow the road 
less travelled, a touring holiday to Uzbekistan 
would be a great choice for your next adventure. 
The country’s rich and varied history means 
you’ll find a host of striking architecture, from 
medieval minarets and remnants the old Silk 
Road to stark Soviet structures that speak to the 
nation’s more recent past. Fascinating cities and 
towns are dotted between majestic mountainous 
landscapes; another of Uzbekistan’s attractions. 
We work with specialist tour operators who have 
decades of experience both leading groups tours 
and creating personal itineraries; whatever suits 
your needs. You could even visit this region of 
Central Asia as part of trip along the Silk Road 
route in a private train.

Grecian indulgence 
Prefer your luxury holidays on the beach or by 
the pool? We have you covered there too. Our 
specialists have first-hand knowledge of many 
luxury resorts, from Barbados to Bali. For a short 
haul break, though, it’s hard to compete with the 
stunning surrounds of the Greek coastline. Our 
partners, Ikos Resorts, offer something to suit all 
holiday requirements. Stylish suites with private 
pools and romantic fine-dining charm couples, 
whilst family rooms and fun-packed kids clubs are 
perfect for families. All this is set alongside pristine 
beaches, of course, and if you’d like to explore the 
locality you can take the Local Drive Adventure, 
which is part of Infinite Lifestyle; Ikos’s impressively 
generous all-inclusive offering.

Which holiday will you choose?
Sports tour, river cruise, luxury beach 
holiday or off the beaten track adventure: 
which would you choose? Perhaps none 
of those are quite what you fancy. You 
might want to ski in the Alps, Safari in 
South Africa or see the Northern Lights 
in Canada – whatever your holiday 
dream, we at Black Opal Travel are 
confident we’ll make it come true. 

#DontFollowTheCrowd
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